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Unit Focus

In this unit, students will learn to step back from their own perspectives and to write with the reader's perspective in mind. Initially students will
experience the frustration of describing an unusual object for another student to draw. Later students will learn to express ideas with clarity
and precision through a variety of speaking and writing activities. The primary instructional materials for this unit are a set of "unknown
objects;" a series of notecards, each inscribed with a geometrical design; and excerpts from "Amelia Bedelia" stories.

Stage 1: Desired Results - Key Understandings
Established Goals Transfer

Common Core
English Language Arts: 8

Write informative/explanatory texts to
examine a topic and convey ideas,
concepts, and information through the
selection, organization, and analysis of
relevant content. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.8.2
With some guidance and support from
peers and adults, develop and
strengthen writing as needed by
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or
trying a new approach, focusing on how
well purpose and audience have been
addressed. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.5

T1 (T20) Student Lens: Active readers think critically about what they read.
T2 (T1) Teacher Lens: Students will be able to comprehend and engage with a variety of
texts in order to become independent, critical thinkers.
T3 (T21) Student lens: Powerful writers think critically about what they write.
T4 (T2) Teacher lens: Students will be able to thoughtfully produce text for a broad range of
audiences, purposes and tasks.
T5

Thematic Lens: Through producing and consuming texts, students will gain insight into the
nature of prejudice and understanding.

Meaning

Understandings Essential Questions

U1 (U703) To be effective, written and
spoken text (arguments, explanatory,
narrative) must be supported with sound

Q1 (Q702) How do I make my writing easy to
understand? (K-2) How do I make my writing
interesting, engaging, and effective given my
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evidence, sufficient detail, and/or valid
reasoning.
U2 (U602) Writers and speakers develop,
express, and clarify their thinking in order to
communicate effectively.
U3 (U901) Effective writers adhere to
established rules of grammar and mechanics
to ensure clarity based on the context and
mode of communication.
U4 (U902) Authors use deliberate
terminology and/or phrasing to communicate
specific messages to the audience.
U5

Thematic: The production and consumption
of text is an act of both creation and
interpretation.

audience and purpose? (3-12)
Q2 (Q703) How can other people help me
with my writing? (K-2) How can I get and use
feedback to improve my writing? (3-12)
Q3 (Q602) How do I make my writing easy to
understand? (K-2) How do I make my writing
interesting, engaging, and effective given my
audience and purpose? (3-12)
Q4 (Q703) How can other people help me
with my writing? (K-2) How can I get and use
feedback to improve my writing? (3-12)
Q5 (Q801) How do I generate a working
thesis statement to guide my research? How
am I refining it over time? When might it be
appropriate to finalize it? (5-12)
Q6 (Q903) How are reading and writing
connected? (K-12)
Q7

Thematic: How do I take what I'm reading,
seeing, and thinking and put it into words?
How does that line up with my own
experiences?

Acquisition of Knowledge and Skill

Knowledge Skills

K1

Understanding of key terms and ideas related
to this unit: egocentrism, ambiguity,
cognitive overload, language as symbol,
steps of the writing process.

K2

Understand the role of interpretation in
reading and writing.

S1

Step outside of their own perspectives to
craft writing for different audiences.

S2

Express an idea with clarity and precision
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